Precipitation Totals and Frost Probabilities, 1965 by unknown
6 Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service 
PRECIPITATION IN ILLINOIS 
?tllNOlS 
AVERAGE ANNUAL 
PR”ClP&~;l”N 
ILLINOIS 
AVERAGE WARM-SEASON 
PRECIPITATION (INCHES) 
(APRIL THRU SEPTEMBER) 
MONTHLY PRIXWITATION: 
Months 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
Septembe 
October 
Novembe 
Decembe 
AprtGept, 
Annual 
Prec 
.89 
.64 
3.45 
5.89 
2.34 
4.63 
4.00 
2.18 
3.30 
.05 
2.42 
1.12 
!2.54 
Il.11 
Average number 
crop 
of inches and departures from long term means, Illinois, by ‘.y _ 
reportine districts. 1964 
c A 
Dep. 
-.75 
-.92 
.83 
3.68 
3.26 
.39 
-.51 
-.72 
.12 
2.70 
.77 
-,50 
-.30 
,3.10 
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ILLINOIS SPRING AND FALJ., FROST PROBABILITIES 
The average freeze-free season ranges in length from 160 days in the extreme North to 195 days in the extreme 
th. The average last freeze in spring ranges from April 5 in the extreme South to May 2 near the Wisconsin border. 
e average first freeze in fall ranges from October 3 or 4 in the extreme Northwest to October 25 in the extreme South, 
Because Illinois soils are fairly heavy they are apt to be both wet and cold in the spring season. Fieldwork must 
d. be delayed until the soil has warmed and dried sufficiently to work and by that time the likelihood of freezing tempera- 
!,., tures is fairly small. The first fall freezes usually do not occur until corn and soybean crops are mature, However, the 
I: combination of a late and cold spring with an early fall freeze occasionally causes serious losses. The first fall freeze 
b ‘usually ends the harvest season for tomatoes and sometimes for sweet corn. 
k: tree fruits and strawberries. 
Spring freezes are principally a threat to 
!I( 
k, 
e, The severity of winter shows a good deal of variation over the State. The extreme North has frequent snows and 
;,& occasional sub-zero temperatures each year. ln the extreme South, winter precipitation usually falls as rain with snow 
f, occurring only occasionally and leaving after a few days. The seasonal average of days with a snow cover of one inch 
E or more ranges from 80 in the extreme North to only 20 in the extreme South. 
!: South is wasted by runoff and often causes harmful soil erosion. 
Much winter and spring rainfall in the 
i, is particularly important in the, South. 
The use of winter cover crops and proper soil practices 
<t :
c 
PERCENT PROJ3ADJLIT-y OF LAST SPRING KILLING FREEZE, ILLINOIS BY DJSTfiICTS 
M@l I April I May 
26 31 1 5 10 1 I.5 1 20 1 25 1 30 1 !3 1 IO 1 IS 1 20 p 25 
; Northwest t- 2 5 LO 18 30 44 59 72 84 91 96 
b, Northeast I- 2 6 11 20 32 47 62 75 85 92 
> West 3 7 13 23 36 50 64 77 87 93 97 99 99+ 
: CentraJ t- 2 5 
Eat 3 6 
:7 iii 30 44 s9 72 84 91 96 98 
33 47 61 75 85 92 97 99 
’ W. Southwest 3 6 11 20 33 47 75 85 92 97 99 
E. Southeast 
Southwest 
i: 20’ 13 23 36 50 2 77 87 93 P7 99 
33 47 61 75 85 92 99 
Southeast 10 18 30 44 59 72 84 91 :67 98 99+ :\ 
PERCENT PROBABILITY OF FIRST FALL-KILLING FREEZE, ILLINOIS BY DISTRICTS 
Dlsbfct I October I November 
-- 
30 i 5 1 10 1 15 1 20 1 25 1 30 1 4 1 9 1 14 .-- 
Northwest 5 
:t 
21 36 50 64 79 89 95 98 99+ 
Northeast 5 21 36 50 64 79 89 95 98 99+ 
West 2 5 10 19 31 47 62 87 93 97 99 
CentraJ 3 7 13 24 38 53 69 87: 90 95 98 99+ 
b4.e 2 5 ti 21 36 SO 64 79 89 95 98 99+ $. 
W. Southwest I- 2 5 11 $21 36 50 64 i? 89 95 98 
E. Southeast t 3 7 13 24 38 53 90 95 98 
Southwest l- 2 4 9 17 29 44 
:“9 
’ 76 85 93 97 
Southeast t 3 7 15 24 41 56 71 83 91 96 
-- Examples: For an average location tn the West District there is a 36% chance that the last spring freeze will have 
occurred by April 15. For the East Dlserice there is a 79% chance that the first fall freeze wtlJ have occurred by October 25. 
The northern portJons of districts and lower elevations have increased freeze liability, while southern portious and higher 
elevations tend to be warmer, Areas near Lake Michigan have a lower average freeze hazard. 
I The section on the cltmate of Illinois was prepared by the Illtnoh State Climatologist, U. S. Weather Bureau. 
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AVERAGE 
KILLING F 
llltnois Coopcrntlve Crq7 Rcportln~ Scrvicr 
BEFORE APR. 5 
APR. 5-10 
APR. .lO-15 
APR. IS-20 
APR. 20-25 
APR. 25-30 
APR. 30-MAY 5 
MAY 5 & AFTER 
LAST 
RING 
ILLINOIS 
AVERAGE DATES OF FIRST 
KILLING FROST IN FALL 
BEFORE OCT. 5 0 
OCT. 5-10 L-1 
OCT. IO-15 
OCT.iS-20 f!.!y 
OCT.20-25 
OCT. 25-30 L-3 
OCT. 30 f AFTER fiZiZ 
